
CONSTITUTIOX OF XoETH CAROLINA

ARTICLE- II

LI-GISLATIVE DEPARTM KXT

Two branches.

Time of assem-
bling.

Number of sena-
tors.

Regulations in
relation to dis-
tricting the State
for senators.

Regulations in
relation to appor-
tionment of
representatives.

Ratio of repre-
sentation.

Section 1. The legislative authority shall be vested in two dis-

tinct branches, both dependent on the people, to wit. a Senate and

House of Representatives.

Const. 1868; Const. 1776, s. 1.

Wilson V. Jordan, 124-719; Comrs. v. Call, 123-323.

Sec. 2 The Senate and House of Representatives shall meet

biennially on the first Wednesday after the first Monday in Janu-

ary next after their election ; and. when assembled, shall be

denominated tlie General Assembly. Neither house shall proceed

upon public business unless a majority of all the members are

actually present.

Const. 1868; 1872-3, c. 82; Convention 1875; Const. 1776, ss. 4, 46;
Convention 1835, art. 1, s. 4, cl. 7.

Herring v. Pugh, 126-862.

Sec 8. The Senate shall be composed of fifty Senators, bienni-

ally chosen by ballot.

Const. 1868; Convention 1835, art. 1, s. 1, cl. 1.

Sec 4. The Senate districts shall be so altered by the General

Assembly, at the first session after the return of every enumera-

tion by order of Congress, that each Senate district shall contain,

as near as may be, an equal number of inhabitants, excluding

aliens and Indians not taxed, and shall remain unaltered until

the return of another enumeration, and shall at all times consist

of contiguous territory ; and no county shall be divided in the

formation of a Senate district, unless such comity shall be

equitably entitled to two or more Senators.

Const. 1868; 1872-3, c. 81.

Sec 5. The House of Representatives shall be composed of one

hundred and twenty representatives, biennially chosen by Itallot.

to be elected by the counties respectively, according to their popu-

lation, and each county shall have at least one Representative in

the House of Representatives, although it may not contain the

requisite ratio of representation : this apportionment shall be

made by the General Assembly at the respective times and periods

when the districts for the Senate are hereinbefore directed to be

laid off.

Const. 1868; 1872-3, c. 82; Convention 1835, art. 1, s. 1, els. 2, 3.

Comrs. V. Ballard, 69-18 ; Mills v. Williams, 33-563.

Sec 6. In making the apportionment in the House of Repre-

sentatives, the ratio of representation shall be ascertained by

dividing the amount of the population of the State, exclusive of

that comprehended within those counties which do not severally

contain the one hinidred and twentieth part of the population of

the State, by the number of Representatives, less the number
assigned to such counties ; and in ascertaining the number of the


